




Galipadu, Hukumpeta Mandal, Visakhapatanam Dt
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These villagers
literally know
nothing about
electricity.
Government
erected some
Electric poles which
fell down by heavy
winds. That is why
dim kerosene lights
are the only source
of light during
nights. Living in
darkness these
villagers also are
deprived of safe
drinking water.
Natural springs are
the only water
source which are
located at high
altitudes. Women
used to walk 2 to 3
kms up to fetch
water from natural
springs. Never any
access to water
supply and
electricity and no
one bothered about
these scattered
isolated villages.
But Ramakrishna
Mission Ashrama,
Visakhapatnam
came forward to
serve these
neglected Adivasis.
They, along with
their volunteers,
surveyed and
selected some such
villages.



RESPONSE OF  PEOPLE:
Diseases reduced
“Our village is 78kms away from Hukumpet mandal
center. We never had a supply of potable water.
Government officials never come to our places. We
cannot reach main road from our village unless we
walk 3kms in the path across the forest. Not only we
didn’t have water, we didn’t have electricity or roads
either. In January, 2015, volunteers of Ramakrishna
Mission stepped into our village. They fixed pipes
from hilltop water spring and provided 24 hours of
water supply. We were prone to diseases by drinking
unclean water, but today circumstances changed.
We are getting pure water for our use. Everybody is
healthy. If anybody provides pipe connection to two
more streets, it will be comfortable for ladies.”

- Kondala Rao, Jalli Village, Galipadu

Galipadu, Hukumpeta Mandal, Visakhapatanam Dt

Pure water changes our lives –
Villagers of  Galipadu.
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Water pipes were got laid by the ashrama to bring

the spring water to the doorsteps of tribal villages.

Mission protected them from diseases by

conducting health camps. Blankets were supplied

to protect themselves from severe cold. A path of

light spread across these remote dark villages.

“Rural Media” visited these areas and talked with

tribal people about the difference made by the

interventions of Ramakrishna mission Ashrama in

their lives

RICH WATER SOURCE ON THE HILL

Galipadu, a tiny village situated at an altitude of

900mts from MSL where wind blows continuously

and thus the name Galipadu (Gali means wind).

Villagers harvesting the waters from hills practise

terrace farming and cultivate paddy and millets.

The same water is used for drinking and other

household purposes..

That Day: There are around 150 families living in

Galipadu village. Villagers used to walk more than

a kilometre in the forest to fetch drinking water.

Water was contaminated and muddy causing

diseases. The situation used to be much worse

during rainy season and especially for aged

people.

Today: Realizing the difficulties of Galipadu village,

Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama came forward to

help the village to overcome their problems. From

the natural springs on the hilltops, pipeline of 300

mtrs was laid up to the village centre, and a water

tank with a tap was provided. It is indeed a mission

Bhagiratha by Ramakrishna Mission to bring water

from the hilltop to the village. A water filter also is

fixed at the spring to purify and make the water

potable that tribal villagers are now drinking.

Springs in those areas are perennial and don’t get

dried up. Following gravity principles pipes are laid.

So without  the usage of power villagers are getting

24hours water supply.



Natural  water
spring on  the

hilltop of
Galipadu

Natural water springs
are boon to tribal

people. Springs are
life saving water

sources for Adivasis of
Visakhapatnam. They

are perennial and
generally don’t dry up
and flow continuously.

Water is used for
cultivation as well
drinking purposes.
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“We never dreamt of it!” We used to bring water
during rainy season walking up the hills with much
difficulty. This went on for ages together. Now
Ramakrishna Mission brought waters to our
doorsteps. Valves are also arranged to stop wastage
of water. Getting water 24 hours, we are going to
field work without any worry about fetching drinking
water.

- Sirisha, Ramadevi, Rukmini :
Women of Galipadu

Life giving water in every house!

 “Our village was neglected and uncared for all these
years, but Ramakrishna Mission changed our lives
by providing safe drinking water. For generations
together we suffered from water borne diseases.
Many could not go to work due to these diseases –
no wages, no food. Children used to drop out from
the school with diarrhoea etc. Now there is no such
problem. Women need not go out in search of water.
We are getting 24 hours water supply enabling us to
attend to other works. Ramakrishna Mission
protected us from water problem. But there is no
road to the village. Even pregnant women have to
walk for 3 kms to reach hospital. Government should
save us from this problem.”

- Murthy, teacher (Along with villagers, Galipadu)



DREAMS OF POOR TRIBALS  COME TRUE.
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Jangam puttu, Hukumpeta mandal, Visakhapatnam district
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DRINKING WATER
FOR EACH HOME
Jangam Puttu is about 79 kms from
Hukumpeta Mandal centre with 120
families. They had to walk 2kms to reach
main road through forest – no electricity,
no drinking water. They used to struggle
to get water for their daily usage.

Then: Tribal women had to walk up hill
1.5kms to fetch water from the springs.
There is spring near the village but the
availability of water is less, and
contaminated causing diseases like
typhoid etc. . Children used to drop out
from the schools. Adults were foregoing
daily labour as, they had to be absent
from their daily work just to get drinking
water.

Today: Understanding the plight of the
Jangamputtu villagers Ramakrishna
Mission came forward. Water from the
springs were brought down to the
villages by laying pipelines for a length
of 2kms. Now the problem of bringing
water from far off distance solved. Every
family is provided with purified water and
are  relieved from health problems.



Before laying the pipelines, tribal people had to drink water from this
open tank.

Water reached to the bottom level

Hê&ÉT
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RESPONSE OF TRIBAL
PEOPLE:
Water at door step
 “During Hudhud cyclone everybody received help.
But no one visited our remote village. Nobody came
to our rescue. It is Ramakrishna Mission which
supported us by giving blankets and solar lights. After
listening to our problems Mission has laid pipelines
from the springs to our village. They helped us a lot.
From day one of the connection there are no
problems in the supply of water. The entire family is
drinking safe water.”

Janni Raja Rao, Sobhasundar and Prakash.

ROAD CONNECTIVITY
IS NEEDED:
 “We have to walk 3 kms to reach main
road from our villages through forest. At
times we even have to carry pregnant
women to the hospital through the same
pathways. It takes hours to reach hospital,
even then we are not sure whether they
survive or not. If ITDA authorities construct
roads, it would save our lives.”

- Villagers of Jangamputtu



PURE WATER AT DOOR STEP:
 “From dawn to dusk we had to climb the hills for
water. During rainy season we used to face much
more trouble. We had to even carry babies on one
hand and water vessels on the other. Same practice
continued for generations. Then the Ramakrishna
Mission came and it was a great help to us. Steps
were taken by them to bring water in the middle of
the village by fixing pipelines and taps. Now water is
available for cooking and other household usage. No
water is wasted now. Previously we used to drink
muddy water only filtered with cloth for drinking and
as a result we were prone to diseases. Today we got
the opportunity to drink filtered water. Thanks to
Ramakrishna Mission.”

Radha, Ratnakumari, Devudamma.

WATER FROM DISTANT HILL SPRINGS REACHED THE VILLAGE

H˚&ÉT
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STUDENTS ARE
COMING BACK HOME
 “Our village children who are in the city
hostels in Visakhapatnam for studies
were afraid of coming back home
during vacation, reason being lack of
drinking water, lights and roads. After
receiving solar lights and drinking water
from Ramakrishna Mission our children
also are coming back home.”

- Elderly villagers, Jangamputtu.



WASTED SPRING
WATERS QUENCH
THE THRIST OF
VILLAGES

Gunnamaamidi

Water is one of the five
elements of world
(Panchabhutas). By
harvesting spring waters for
irrigation tribal people eked
out their livelihoods.
Perennial springs cover the
villages with green blankets.
These people live in nature
and protect the natural
resources.
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Natural pure water:
Ramakrishna Mission did not simply laid pipelines to the vil-
lage but also took necessary steps to supply the filtered water.
To filter the water in a scientific manner they arranged water
filter and water tanks on a cement base. After filtering the wa-
ter for three times, water is supplied to the villages. Tribal people
are trained in the usage of filter and to stop the leakage in the
pipelines. Local people now undertake repair works, if any, and
get drinking water without any wastage.

Walk miles together for water:
 “Previously one had to walk for nearly 2kms. uphill for water.
Old people and pregnant ladies faced so many problems due
to this. Ramakrishna Mission brought water to our village from
faraway hills. They solved the age old  problems. Now we drink
safe drinking water and our health is better”

- Swathi, villager Gunnamamidi

Natural spring at Hilltop:
“Natural water springs  from slope of the hills. Nobody knows
the origin of these springs. They flow continuously in summer
season or in rainy season. These waters are protecting us.
We believe that the water has medicinal values also.”

- Villagers, Gunnamamidi

  Tribal villagers
holding a repaired

water filter –
Ramakrishna

Mission  volunteer
Anil is also seen
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Small solar lights light
up the hills

Kimmidiputtu, Hukumpeta Mandalam, Visakhapatnam.
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Crores of people all over the world are deprived of lights in the night. They are forced to
live in the darkness.
Among them are the tribal people of Visakha agency. They  have no knowledge about
what the electricity is. Ramakrishna Mission stepped into these remote Adivasi villages to
relieve them from darkness with solar lights. If we want to see light rays of change we
have to go to the villages of  Hukumpeta mandal.



Kummidiputtu is located 70 kms away
from the Mandal Headquarters. Total
population is 247. Electric poles are
standing in the villages only for name’s
sake. Power cut occurs even due to a
little breeze, and therefore the local
people forgot about electricity and
depend completely on kerosene lights.
Sometimes even kerosene also gets out
of stock in ration shops. Sometimes
they don’t have enough money to buy
kerosene. So practically villagers in
these areas live in darkness only.

IN  THIS  BACKDROP Volunteers of
Ramakrishna Mission visited these villages. To
bring light to these villagers forced to live in
darkness, Ramakrishna Mission distributed
solar lights to 47 houses. Let us see the reaction
of the villagers when the rays of light illuminate
the gloom of the darkness after dusk.

PROTECTING FROM SNAKES AND OTHER
POISONOUS CREATURES :
“After day’s hard work, when darkness spreads,
our problem starts. Poisonous nocturnal
creatures like scorpions and sometimes even
snakes are seen in our homes. Sometimes we
get no sleep in the night due to the fear of these.
Our children could not study. It was not possible
even for adults to go out of the house in the
pitch dark night.. Under such circumstances
Ramakrishna Mission distributed solar lights
and thus did very good to us. It is now easier to
go out in the street in the night. With the solar
light it is also good for our children’s study in
the night.”

- Chidari Chinnappa, Kimmidiputtu.

WANT STREET LIGHTS TOO:
“Sometimes fire accidents occur due to
kerosene, but  there is no such  problem with
solar lights. Our children study at night. It is
useful while cooking in the night. If we get solar
street lights also we will be grateful to them.”

- Chidari Kondamma, Cariboyina
Kondamma.

KIMMIDIPUTTU, HUKUMPETA
MANDALAM, VISAKHAPATNAM DISTRICT
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“Walk 10kms for cell phone charging
 We had to walk 10 to 15kms and spend Rs.5 for charging our
cell phones. There is no such problem now as the solar light has
cell charging facility. Cell phones are continuously ringing in our
village and we have the opportunity to talk and know about welfare
of children studying in Visakhapatnam city.”

- Paliboyi Raja Rao, Kimmidiputtu.

GREAT USE OF SOLAR LIGHT
“ By giving solar lights Ramakrishna Mission has done great help
to us. They provide light during nights. They have facilities to
charge our cell phones. If we have at least three such solar lights
it will be convenient for the children to study and go out in the
nights. We can even buy lights if we get loans from the banks.”

- Cheedari Srinu, Kimmidiputtu.

LIVELIHOOD WITH SOLAR LIGHTS
Ramakrishna Mission did not stop their work by simply distributing
solar lights. Ten of us were trained to undertake repair work of
lights in case of any damage. In six lights in our village the circuit
board and the LED board were damaged. I am running a repairing
shop, after getting trained from the Mission, to repair the solar
lights. At least 10 to 15 people in a month come for repair. So I
got a livelihood.”

- Vantala Ramanaidu, Kimmidiputtu.



SOLAR
POWER-

FREEDOM
FROM

DARKNESS:

Gattum, Hukumpeta Mandal , Visakhapatnam District
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Situated at a distance of 71 kms from
the Mandal  Headquarters this village
has electric poles at high altitude
where winds are common, and as a
result there is frequent interruption
of electricity. Therefore the villagers
depend completely on kerosene
lamps. Every house needs at least
four litres of kerosene oil per month.
Ramakrishna Mission distributed
solar lights to 55 houses.

Expenses on Kerosen reduced: “The
problem of going a long distance to
get kerosene is solved now. We had
to spend Rs.60/- per month on
kerosene. That expenditure is saved
now and we can feed our children
with porridge. Also during nights
children are able to study. These
lights are really very much helpful to
us. It is a great help from
Ramakrishna mission.”

- Chittemma, Appalamma, Gattum.



Solar is the source of
Light at Home
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Pollution reduced:

“Not knowing the availability of Kerosene we had to
go round the ration shops foregoing our daily work.
Sometimes our eyes developed burning sensation
due to kerosene smoke. Now every home has solar
light. We are all happy. One year guaranty is given
for all the lights. Even after one year lights are working
perfectly. We need more such lights. Street lights are
also necessary and to meet this end authorities
should help us.”

- AppalaNaidu, Govindu, Village Gattum

Light to our village meeting:

“Solar lights are not only meant for light but also for
charging cell phones. We conduct village and Bhajan
programmes in village. If solar lights come to the
street we can save ourselves from wild animals.”

- Satyam, Ramesh, Village Gattum

GATTUM, HUKUMPETA MANDAL VISAKHAPATNAM DISTRICT
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Want Street Lights

“We realised the value of light after receiving solar
lights. We are able to go to the farms even in the
night. Studies for children, cooking work for families
became very easy now. Those lights changed our
life style. Our village is in between hills nearer to
forest. If solar street light comes we get protection
from wild animals. There is also no road connectivity
from Galipadu village to our village. If Government
can solve this problem we tribal people will be
grateful”

- B.R. Naidu, Gattum
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NEED MORE LIGHTS
“We are all happy and grateful to Ramakrishna Mission
which came to our village ,understood our problems and
gave us solar lights. No other agency did this job. We are
all happy. We did not have any regular contacts with outside
world previously. Our cell phones are working now and we
can communicate with others. But these lights are not
enough for a family. We require minimum number of four
such lights for each family. We will buy them if bank loans
are arranged. Whom shall we discuss our problems with?
We hope authorities will know our problems and solve.”

- Villagers, Gattum village.

Training in solar light
maintenance:
‘Solar lights were distributed and
later training in repairing of lights
also was given to some
youngsters at Ramakrishna
Mission Ashrama. No major
problems are seen so far. I am
attending to small problem, if any.
I maintain a stall in the local
market to explain how solar lights
work. I am also teaching them
how to repair the lights by
themselves.”

- S. Konda Babu



GUNNAMAMIDI, HUKUMPETA MANDAL,VISAKHAPATNAM DISTRICT

Solar light in the
shadows of
Gunnamamidi
Hunting crabs with solar lights
“We knew nothing about electricity. Ramakrishna Mission
literally enlightened us by giving us solar lights. Because of
solar lights our children are able to do home work. Our
cooking problem also is solved. Crabs come out of their holes
during night times. They move on the bunds. We are able to
catch the crabs with the help of solar lights, and whole family
is able to fill the stomach. That is how solar lights are relieving
us from hunger.”

- Appa Rao, Gunnamamidi.

KEROSENE PROBLEMS SOLVED:
“We had incidents of fire accidents due to  kerosene  lamps.
Kerosene lamps are also put out by the wind. Now we face
no such problems due to the solar lights. Solar lights are
very useful for the ladies to attend to the nature’s call during
nights. Cooking became much easier in the presence of solar
lights.”

- Krishnamma – Gunnamamidi
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WANT MORE LIGHTS:
At present Ramakrishna Mission has
distributed one solar light for each family.
We came to know the importance of light
after this. We will be protected if such
lights are installed in the streets also.
These street lights not only will protect
us from wild animals but also we can
conduct important village meetings
comfortably.
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Ray of light  for the
tribal villages

In the wake of the sever cyclone Hudhud that
hit Visakhapatnam (October 2014).  60% of trees
and buildings were damaged even in the Ashrama
and all over the city and surrounding areas. Many
people came forward with assistance to affected
people, but most of it was in the city areas!
Ashrama immediately responded and arranged
for drinking water in the city localities.  Along with
that in distant villages food and other article
packets were distributed to 3500 families.   After
these, in the distant tribal villages after survey by
our volunteers, in 254 villages, where thrse is no
electric supply at all, 8300 solar lights were
distributed.  There after selecting 10 interior
villages among them, where there was no water
supply, a  project  was taken up to provide potable
water. They had to walk long distances, to fetch
water from natural springs. We  arranged  HDP
pipes  and reached the water at the door steps in
those villages.  An amount of Rs.1.40 crore was
sepent on all these above services

For water supply project 10000 Metres of  2”
HDP pipes were procured.  Engineer and
technical personnel from Ranchi executed the
work along with training the local youth in repair
and maintenance.  The spring water from the hills
were brought to the villages by pipes and syntax
tank and taps were fixed. For ensuring purity of
water, multi layer filters were fitted.  Now, villagers
are getting safe water for 24 hours at their villages
itself.

For those villages were there is no idea of
what electric supply means, bringing light to them
was an immediate need.  254 villages of
Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, Vijayanagaram
and Srikakulam districts were selected and 8300
solar lights were distributed.   The Thrive Solar
Energy Ltd, assisted us by providing  Solar lights
that are priced at 1800/-  for Rs.1200/- only.
Intitially  2000 lights were distributed and later
seeing the huge need and demand another 6300
lights were distributed.  These LED lights can give
bright light for 8 hours  and also they can  charge

the cell phones.  This facility helped the
villages to get connected with outside world

These lights are much brighter than
the kerosene lamps.  To attend to the minor
repairs, 10 youth from these very villages
were selected and  training was imparted.
These days, these youth are extending
their services in the village weekly markets.
Thus serving the people and also earning
their livelihood.

Solar lights have brought new energy
and hope for the villages motivating them
for further development. These two
important missions of providing safe
drinking water and solar lights were
accomplished by the Ashrama with the
help of donations from generous people
and agencies. I take this opportunity to
thank everyone of them for their
generosity. May the holy trinity bless them.

Swami Atmavidananda
Secretary



"It is indeed a matter of grave concern and a great regret that, even
seven decades after independence there are people who are living in abject
poverty and deprived of basic amenities. The fruits of so called development
are yet to reach them, yet to touch their lives. That too in an  advanced state
like Andhra Pradesh!

Tribal people living in the agency areas of Visakhapatnam district do
not have electricity and safe drinking water, which we take it for granted in
urban areas. In this backdrop, Ramakrishna Mission Visakhapatnam took a
praiseworthy initiative and reached out to almost 9000 families in remote
villages through solar lights. After dusk the tribals live literally in darkness
and Ramakrishna Mission with this intervention brought light into their lives.
Tamasoma Jyotirgamaya!

The Mission not only gave reliable and sturdy solar lights made in India,
but also empowered the community by training the tribal youth in repairs
and maintenance of those lights with the help of the company viz., Thrive
Solar Energy.

The next commendable initiative is to help them get drinking water at
their door step by providing pipelines.

The Mission has setup benchmarks for interventions in tribal areas.
Don't just give doles to the community but empower them!

Kudos to Ramakrishna Mission and Swami Atmavidanandaji Maharaj
who conceived the project and got it executed in a highly professional manner!
Swamiji is a person with a large heart with concern for people matched by
the strategies of a true professional!

May he and his team be blessed! May more such initiatives need to be
taken to touch the lives of all such deprived people "

- P. Mohanaiah
Former CGM, NABARD

Making a
difference in the
lives of tribals...
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CASE STUDY
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  Villages in Visakha agency area are scattered and isolated. Natural springs on the hilltops
are the only sources of water. In the absence of such springs villagers depend on muddy well
water. Villagers practise terrace farming because the lands are on the slope. In these farms on
the slopes they cultivate rice, ground nuts, cabbages etc. Social welfare programmes undertaken
by Central and State Government normally do not reach these villagers.   kerosene lamps are
the only source of light after dusk. Even if electric poles are erected in some placess they get
electricity once in a blue moon. Located at the higher altitudes there is possibility of having
strong winds due to which electric wires fall down, and there is no lineman available to repair
these disruptions. But suddenly solar rays entered these neglected villages.

RURAL MEDIA went to Kimmidiputtu,
Gattum, Gunnamamidi, Galipadu,
Jangamputtu villages which are situated
between Araku and Paderu, belong to
Hukumpeta mandal  of Visakha Agency.
Rural Media observed the way
Ramakrishna Mission is coming forward to
help the Tribal people by providing drinking
waters and solar lights. Rural media
interviewed people of five Adivasi villages.
Ramakrishna Mission has brought about a
tremendous change in their life style by
giving water and solar lights. This case
study is a visualized translation of their
present mode of life. Ramakrishna Mission
started with a small step in some villages.
Government should come forward to take
up similar initiatives to all such remote
villages/hamlets.

BASIC STEPS
FOR
DEVELOPMENT
OF ADIVASIS

Still so many Adivasi villages
without water, electricity and
roads are waiting for the help from
ITDA. The number of unemployed
youth is surging like a silver oak
under strong gale. If all the youth
is trained to be efficient human
resources with full fledged tribal
development programme, the
future generation will form
Navyandhra.
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TODAY
1. Pipelines are laid down from the natural

springs. Women need not to carry water

2. Tanks and water filters are built by
Ramakrishna Mission. People drink protected
water.

3. Incidence of diseases like diarrhoea, typhoid,
jaundice  are reduced.

4. Valves are arranged to stop the wastage.

5. Water is stored in the tanks.

6. Spring water is available throughout the year.

7. Hardship of the Tribal women to climb  up hills
for water stopped

THAT DAY
1. One had to walk at least 3 kms uphill to

fetch water

2. Those who couldn’t go up drink muddy
open well water and face health problems.

3. Elderly people, pregnant women faced
problem while getting water from far off
places.

4. In spite of having natural water spring,
tribal people did not have scope to store
water.

Safe water at doorsteps. Solar lights at every
house. Tribal children looking forward for
tomorrow’s future.

RAMAKRISHNA MISSION -first step for the development of tribals



CASE STUDY
SOLAR LIGHTS LIGHT

UP TRIBAL LIVES
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1. Situated at an altitude of 1200 mts , in Galipadu
village, frequent power failures

2. No facility for charging their cell phone. To get
their phone recharged they have to walk for long
distance and pay Rs.5/-.

3. Hill folks were afraid of wild animals and snakes
in darkness.

4. Students couldn’t do homework. If asked answer
is “No light”. Even though there is electric
connection there won’t be any supply. So they
have to depend on kerosene lamps

5. No radio, no TV, cell phone is of no use when its
battery is discharged. So they are devoid of any
information from the outside world.

6. So many problems with kerosene lamps.
Occurrences of fire accidents due to kerosene
lamp are high.

7. If fire accidents occurred in such places where
there are no roads, help from outside becomes
impossible. So loss of lives and property is more.

8. When compared with electricity the expenditure
due to kerosene lamps also is higher. The light
produced by the kerosene lamp is less while the
carbon dioxide released in the air is more.

PAST

1. Development started when Ramakrishna
Mission distributed solar lights in these remote
villages. Two important usage of these solar
lights. A. Light to home, B. Charging the cell
phone.

2. Expenditure due to kerosene reduced

3. Air pollution due to kerosene lamp reduced.

4. Due to light in the nights, fear from wild animals
and other poisonous creatures reduced.

5. Students are getting good marks because they
are able to do their homework in solar light.

6. Working hours and efficiency of people has
improved.

PRESENT






